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Outwardly the church seemed to Fielding to be in a
flourishing condition; but "with regard to morality, which
may be considered as the internal part," he said, "I freely
own, I believe no age or nation was ever sunk to a more
deplorable state." Everywhere he saw "a total disregard
to all true honour and honesty, . . . every kind of corrup-
tion and prostitution, no man being ashamed of any thing
but the appearance of poverty." Barely did Fielding fall
into so pessimistic a mood. No light could he throw on the
dark picture until he came to politics. Then he said: "The
administration of otir public affairs is, in my opinion, at
present in the hands of the very men, whom you, and every
honest person would wish to be intrusted with it. Amongst
those, tho* there is no absolute Prime Minister, yet there
is one, whose genius must always make him the superior
in every society, as he hath joined to the most penetrating
wit, the clearest judgment both in men and things, and the
prof oxmdest knowledge of them, of any man, whom, perhaps
the world ever saw," The unnamed minister to whom
Fielding pays this fine tribute was probably not Henry
Pelham, the brains of the Government, but Lord Chester-
field, who, as Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, had kept that
country tranquil during the late rebellion in Scotland, and
had recently been appointed a Secretary of State, in con-
sequence of his discreet management of an impetuous
people.

An examination of the fugitive literature of the time
reveals the fact that Fielding, after the suspension of "The
True Patriot," put forth a number of anonymous pam-
phlets. Perhaps the first of them was a brief account,
costing only sixpence, of a notorious incident sufficiently
explained by the title: "The Female Husband; or, the
Surprising History of Mrs, Mary alias Mr. George Hamil-
ton, convicted for marrying a young Woman of Wells."
The trifle was advertised by Cooper the bookseller in "The

51rough January.
